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EVIDENCE OF A FIRST SPANISH PERIOD FORT IN NEW SMYRNA BEACH 
 
Harris J. Samuels,: harrisam@aol.com 

 
 

Evidence of a first Spanish period fort in New Smyrna Beach.  The origins of the 
coquina-rock ruins in New Smyrna Beach’s Old Fort Park have long been debated. A 
reconciliation of English and Spanish documents indicates that they may be those of 
the rebuilt Fort San Juan de Pinos.  The original wood fort was sacked and burned by 
Sir Francis Drake in 1586.  It was later rebuilt circa 1700 by the Jorora Indians.  
Spanish documents locate Fort San Juan de Pinos at Mosquito Inlet.  The Jorora 
Indians were constructing structures at that time out of coquina stone.  The ruins have 
been used as the buried foundation of a number of buildings since the 19th Century.  
However, construction features indicate an original aboveground purpose.  Analyses 
of the evolution of coastal topography, and distances between landmarks and the 
ruins, further support that the object of Drake’s raid was a Spanish settlement at 
Mosquito Inlet, and not at the site of the contemporary city of St. Augustine. 
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Introduction   

 

New Smyrna Beach is located on the east coast of Florida at Latitude 29.0° North.  Access to the 

Atlantic Ocean is through Ponce de Leon Inlet.  The original Spanish name for Ponce de Leon Inlet 

was Mosquito Inlet.  New Smyrna was the site of an ambitious British colonization attempt by 

Andrew Turnbull in 1768 that failed in 1777.   There is historical evidence of Spanish interests in the 

area prior to the Turnbull colony.1, 2  Besides the fort San Juan de Pinos which was said to have been 

built in anticipation of Sir Francis Drake's predations, earlier forts were said to have been at 

Mosquito Inlet to interfere with relations between the French and the Indians.3  The earlier forts were 

said to have had a garrison larger than that at the City of St. Augustine at the time.4  San Juan de 

Pinos was destroyed by Sir Francis Drake in 1586, and rebuilt by the Jorora Indians at the beginning 

of the 18th Century.5  Drake’s raid on St. Augustine was celebrated in a number of English 

documents.6, 7, 8  Spanish depositions taken as part of an inquiry into Drake’s raid also refer to the 

                                                 
1Antonio de Prado Memorial on Four Forts of Florida, Presented to His Majesty, 16 Nov 

1569 contained in Colonial Records of Spanish Florida; Vol. I, Translated and edited by Jeanette 

Thurber Connor (Deland: 1930, Florida State Historical Society, a copy is available at the Florida 

Historical Society Library, Cocoa.) Appenidix-A, 291.  
2Antonio de Arredondo, colored, pen-and-ink ms. 1914 facsimile of Descripcion Geografica, 

de la parte que los Españoles poseen, ... ,1742 original (Library of Congress, Hans P. Kraus 

Collection of Hispanic American Manuscripts; 156), last viewed 27 Jan 2010 at 

<http://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/luso/usalabama.html> go to map No. 831. 
3Ibid 
4Prado 1569. 
5Arredondo 1742  
6Walter Bigges, Expeditio Francisci Draki Eqvitis Angli in Indias Occidentales A. M. D. 

LXXXV (Leyden: 1588), last viewed 10 Feb 2010 at <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d020/rbdkd020.db&recNum=0>. 
7Bartolome Boazio, annotated map of St. Augustine, 1589 State Archives of Florida 

Collection Number M81-21, last viewed 27 Jan 2010 at 

<http://www.floridamemory.com/floridahighlights/mapstaug.cfm>.  
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site of the raid as St. Augustine.9  Before there was a city at Latitude 29.9° North, St. Augustine was 

the name of a Spanish Military District on the northeast coast of Florida.10  A study of the evolution 

of coastal topography and analysis of distances between landmarks further support the thesis that the 

object of Drake’s famous raid on St. Augustine was a Spanish settlement at Mosquito Inlet. 

  

History 

 

Among the documents commemorating Drake’s 1586 raid on St. Augustine is a map by Baptista 

Boazio [Figure 1].11  That map is the first representation of a European settlement in what is now the 

United States.  A Spanish account of Drake’s raid is contained in a map summarizing holdings in 

what was then called East Florida [Figure 2]12.  Both accounts agree on events.  The English, 

Boazio, account identifies the location as the region of St. Augustine.13   The Spanish, Arredondo, 

account has the location of the fort at Mosquito Inlet, and indicates that it was rebuilt around 1700 

by the Jorora Indians.14   

                                                                                                                                                                   
8Walter Bigges, A Summarie and Trve Discovrse of Sir Francis Drakes West Indian Voyage 

(London: Cates, 1589) last viewed 10 Feb 2010 at <http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/ampage?collId=rbdk&fileName=d021/rbdkd021.db&recNum=0> 
9Francisco Hernández, Ensign of the Fort San Juan de Pinos, deposition taken in Havana, 

June 30, 1586, in Further English Voyages to Spanish America 1683-1594, Irene A. Wright, 

translator & Ed., (London: Hakluyt Society, 1950), pp. 180-184. 
10Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, Nombramiento of Bartolomé Menéndez, St. Augustine, 

September 7, 1565.  A.G.I. lndiferente General 1,219, as reported by Eugene Lyon in The Enterprise 

of Florida (Gainesville: The University Presses of Florida, 1976), 119. 
11Boazio 1589. 
12Arredondo, 1742.  
13Boazio 1589;  S Augustini pars est terrœ,Florida sub latitudiné 30 gradora vero maritima 

humior est lan: cinata et insu: losa.  
14Arredondo, 1742.  Footnote: H....El año 1586 Francisco Drake Saqueo y quemo el Castillo 

nonbrado San Juan de Pinos quelos Españoles exitian, el q nunca fue hedificado pero hasta los 

principios de este Siglo huvo (1700) Poblacion de Yndios Crestianos de la Nacion Jorora.. 
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The apparent inconsistency between the English and Spanish location of the site of Drake’s raid may 

be explained by two different uses of the place name “St. Augustine.”  St. Augustine was both the 

name of the city at Latitude 29.9° North and, earlier, a Spanish Military District extending “from San 

Mateo (near contemporary Jacksonville) to the river of Mosquitos.”15, 16  The Musketo, sic., river 

was the former name of the Halifax (Indian) River which flows past contemporary New Smyrna 

Beach.17  The English account has the location as sub latitudiné 30 gradora, for below 30 degrees.  

New Smyrna Beach (Mosquito Inlet) is at Latitude 29.0° North.  It appears the English were 

confused about the location of Spanish settlements in Florida.  In addition to locating the site of the 

raid at St. Augustine, they thought they were 12 leagues (about 36 miles) south of “Sancta Helenae” 

(Santa Elena).18  The Spanish settlement of Santa Elena was at the present location of Parris Island, 

South Carolina, more than 170 miles north of the present location of St. Augustine.  It is more likely 

that what they thought was Santa Elena was really the City of St. Augustine, 64 miles north of 

Mosquito Inlet.  If this is the case, the English (Boazio) account agrees with the Spanish (Arredondo) 

account:  the fort destroyed was located at Mosquito Inlet, which was, as noted, within the Spanish 

Military District of St. Augustine. 

 

At the location in New Smyrna Beach (Mosquito Inlet) suggested by Boazio’s map, there are 

coquina-block ruins suggestive of an old fort [Figure 3].  Those ruins at New Smyrna Beach’s Old 

Fort Park have been the subject of local debate since the early 20th Century.  They currently bear a 

monument erected by the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) attributing their origins to 

the foundation of a “Palace” constructed by Andrew Turnbull in the 18th Century as part of his 

colonization attempt.19  The overall dimensions of the ruins are approximately 65 by 90 feet, and 

                                                 
15Menéndez, 1565.  
16 Prado, 1569. 
17Bernard Romans, A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, (1775, New York as 

reprinted 1961, New Orleans, Pelican Publishing), p178. 

 Boazio 1589; Praesidium hic erat 150 Hispanorum, aliudque item eodem numero ad duodecem 

Septentrionem versus leucas in loco Sancta Helenae dicto;  
19Foundation of Turnbull Palace, Daughters of the American Revolution, Jane Sheldon 

Chapter, 1975; bronze plaque erected in front of Old Fort Park, New Smyrna Beach, FL. 
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what remains of the walls stands approximately 7 feet above grade and are 6 feet thick at their base.  

Evidence that the structure was built to be aboveground includes exterior walls that slope inward 

with stabilizing buttresses.  At the north and south ends are outward sloping extensions that may 

have served as the foundations for later additions.   

 

The ruins were buried until the 20th Century.  There is no mention of the ruins in the historical record 

until then.  An 18th Century plan for the Turnbull colony shows neither the ruins, nor any structure, 

at the location where the ruins were subsequently excavated.20  Neither the ruins nor any unusually 

massive constructions are mentioned in Turnbull’s letters.21  A 1777 accounting of carpentry work 

completed at the Turnbull colony included £270 for his house.22  In the same accounting the total for 

two large storehouses is given as £500.  Those three structures were the most costly items in the 

accounting.  No remains of the storehouses have ever been found.  Suggestions that the ruins were 

those of the foundation for Turnbull’s “Palace” come from a description of Turnbull’s house during 

construction as “a very large stone building that was commenced for a mansion house.”23  That 

description could apply to the remains of a large rock house on what was Turnbull’s property east of 

what is now New Smyrna Beach’s airport.  The remains were obliterated for fill in the 20th 

Century.24   

 

                                                 
20A Plan of the Town of Smyrnea in East Florida with 1170 Acres of Lands in its Environs, 

ms. map 1771 (Farrar-Duncan archives, Dundee, Scotland).  A facsimile is on display at the 

Southeast Volusia Historical Society Museum in New Smyrna Beach, Florida. 
21Ibid, last viewed 17 February 

2010<http://www.unf.edu/floridahistoryonline/Turnbull/index.htm> 
22Carla Dogget, Dr. Andrew Turnbull and The New Smyrna Colony (Florida: Drew Press, 

1919), 165.   Quoting from the Public Records Office, London Treasury Document 7/77.  Last 

viewed 12 Feb 2010 at 

<http://ia310819.us.archive.org/2/items/drandrewturnbull00cors/drandrewturnbull00cors.pdf> 
23John Lee Williams, The Territory of Florida (New York: A.T. Goodrich, 1837) 189. 
24Gary Luther, History of New Smyrna East Florida (New Smyrna Beach: Luther Pub., 2001) 

44. 
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A number of structures were built on the Old Fort Park site in the 19th Century.  Included are a stone 

house by Ambrose Hull, constructed in 1805 and destroyed in 1812, which was reported to have had 

stone towers at either end.  Later a hotel was constructed at the site, only to be destroyed during the 

Civil War.  It was replaced by a smaller hotel that also  served as the home of Jane Sheldon, founder 

and namesake of the local chapter of the DAR.  The ruins were revealed after the destruction of the 

last hotel around 1900.  They are now in a city park.   

 

In the 1930's the ruins were excavated by the Works Progress Administration (WPA).  The presence 

of modern mortar indicates some restoration.  A modern masonry retaining wall now supports part of 

the shell mound that at one time covered the ruins.  It appears likely that the ruins were buried and 

unknown until the construction of buildings utilizing them as a foundation.  The nature of the fill 

surrounding the ruins implies they were buried in an Indian midden or shell mound.25  It has further 

been suggested that "bastions" (corner buttresses) were added by the WPA, in its reconstruction, to 

simulate a military purpose.  A circa 1904 photograph of the ruins, however, taken more than 30 

years before the founding of the WPA, clearly shows the buttresses, establishing that they were not 

WPA additions.26  The WPA could not possibly have added them to the ruins. 

 

John Detwiler, a local newspaperman and real estate developer, suggested in the early 20th Century 

that the original location of St. Augustine was that of present-day New Smyrna Beach, and that the 

ruins at Old Fort Park were those of a fort built by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés circa A.D. 1565, in 

connection with the founding of St. Augustine.27  His theory is not credible, because accounts of 

events at the founding of St. Augustine included a forced march from St. Augustine to Fort Caroline 

that was said to have taken about three days in a tropical storm.28  Fort Caroline (renamed by the 

                                                 
25John W. Griffen and Dana Ste. Claire, Old Fort Mound Aboriginal Shell Mound’ and Early 

Man, (Southeast Volusia Historical Society, Inc. 1992.  A copy of the report is available in the 

Southeast Volusia Historical Society Library). 
26Ibid, p. 6. 
27John Detwiler, The First Settlement in America, 1917 (published with a translation of 

Mendoza Grajales’s Diary and available at the the New Smyrna Beach Historical Museum Library). 
28Francisco Lopez de Mendoza Grajales, The Founding of St. Augustine, 1565 (Modern 

History Sourcebook, 27 Jan 2010 < http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1565staugustine.html>. 
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Spanish San Mateo) is generally accepted to have been near the mouth of the St. Johns River, and it 

is unlikely that a forced march of roughly 90 miles from Mosquito Inlet (New Smyrna Beach) in 

tropical storm conditions could have been accomplished in the time indicated by the historical 

record.  St. Augustine, on the other hand, is only 35 miles from the mouth of the St. Johns River.  

Additionally, there is no evidence of construction using coquina block in East Florida as early as 

1565.  The earliest existing known coquina-block structure in Florida is St. Augustine’s Castillo de 

San Marcos, whose construction began in A.D. 1672  

 

An unsigned and undated note found with Detwiler’s papers says that the property’s owners were 

reluctant to see an identification of the ruins as those of a fort because of their concerns about a 

cloud on their title.   Provisions in the (1819) Adam’s Onis Treaty that transferred Florida from 

Spain to the United States required all public property, and specifically fortifications, to remain in 

government hands.29 

 

Also, in the early 20th Century, another New Smyrna Beach resident and noted historian, Jeanette 

Thurber Connor, was translating First Spanish Period documents as part of a project with John 

Stetson, the founder of Stetson University.  Several books of her translations were published by the 

Florida State Historical Society.30  Shortly before her death in 1927, and before she could publish her 

volume on the Franciscan missions of Florida, Mrs. Connor published an article in the Daytona 

Beach News Journal commemorating the installation of a plaque identifying the site of the ruins of 

New Smyrna Beach’s 19th Century sugar mill as that of the Franciscan Atocuimi Mission.31  That 

article states that, prior to having been used for a sugar mill, the site was that of the Mission.  

Connor’s article further describes the mission as having been constructed of coquina stone in 1696 

by the Jorora Indians and destroyed shortly after its completion.  Coincidentally, Arredondo states 

                                                 
29Treaty of Amity, Settlement, and Limits Between the United States of America and His 

Catholic Majesty, 1819, Yale Law School, Lillian Goldman Law Library, 29 Feb 2010 

<http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/sp1819.asp>. 
30Obituary of Jeanette Thurber Connor (New York Times, 11 Jun 1927). 
31Jeanette Connor Thurber, Works of New Smyrna Monks Honored (Daytona Beach Journal, 

21 Feb 1926.  An original copy of the article is in the Library of Congress Manuscript Room as part 

of the Connor Collection). 
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that Fort San Juan de Pinos was rebuilt by the Jorora Indians around 1700.32  Mrs. Connor’s 

husband, Washington Everett Connor, was a wealthy New York stockbroker.  He purchased the 

property containing the ruins as a present for his wife.  The property is currently a Volusia County 

park and is identified as containing the ruins of a 19th Century sugar mill.  Signage also states that 

the identification of the ruins as those of a Spanish mission were fanciful and definitively debunked 

by Captain Charles H. Coe in 1941. 

 

Captain Coe, like John Detwiler, was editor of a New Smyrna newspaper.  According to his friend, 

Ernest Lyons, Capt. Coe was a local raconteur and boatman who cruised the Indian River in a boat 

digging up Indian mounds for a skull collection used to decorate its gunnels.33  He disputed the 

identification of the Mission ruins in a 29 page self-published book.34  The bases for the dispute were 

that the Indians were too ferocious to permit such an undertaking, that there was no mention of the 

ruins in the historical record, and that Capt. Coe’s boyhood recollection was that the ruins looked 

“quite fresh.”  In his book, he treats Mrs. Connor with some deference, saving his invective for her 

husband whom he blames for the misattribution.  It is not clear that he was aware that Mrs. Connor 

was the historian in the family.  Sadly, an argumentium ad ignorantiam carried the day.  

Apocryphally, in his memoir of Captain Coe, Ernest Lyons refers to the debunking as that of “New 

Smyrna’s fort.”35 

 

 

                                                 
32Arredondo, 1742.  Footnote: H....El año 1586 Francisco Drake Saqueo y quemo el Castillo 

nonbrado San Juan de Pinos quelos Españoles exitian, el q nunca fue hedificado pero hasta los 

principios de este Siglo huvo (1700) Poblacion de Yndios Crestianos de la Nacion Jorora.. 
33Ernest Lyon, in Friends and Furies the preface to Jonathon Dickinson’s Journal (Yale 

University Press Florida Classics Library, 1985). 
34Charles H. Coe, Debunking the So-called Mission, 1941 (A copy is available at the 

Southeast Volusia Historical Society, New Smyrna Beach, FL.) 
35 Lyons, Ernest, 1985. 
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Coastal Topography 

 

Boazio’s map commemorating Drake’s (1586) raid includes features suggestive of present-day New 

Smyrna Beach [Figure 4.].36  Those features are inconsistent with present-day St. Augustine.37  At 

Ponce de Leon (Mosquito) Inlet there is a peninsula jutting north out of the northeast corner of the 

barrier island on the south side of the inlet.  Anastasia Island, east of St. Augustine, has no such 

feature, and it will be shown that Conch Island had yet to emerge from the sea.  The approach to 

mainland New Smyrna Beach from the inlet involves a left turn followed by a right.  The approach 

to St. Augustine is a straight shot.  Just south of the mapped Fort San Juan de Pinos is a channel 

where Canal Street presently exists.  That street covers what was an 18th Century Turnbull Colony 

canal.  The canal was dug whenre it would have likely been an improved natural waterway. 

 

What differences exist in between the modern coastal topography of New Smyrna Beach (Mosquito 

Inlet) and Boazio’s 1586 map can be explained by changes documented in other antique maps. 38, 39, 

40   With the exception of the emergence of Conch Island in the 20th Century, the apparent 

topography of St. Augustine is little changed.  When Boazio’s 1589 map is compared with modern 

maps of New Smyrna [Figure 4], Mosquito Inlet’s peninsula, jutting from the barrier island, is 

smaller than it is presently.  What is now known as the Halifax River is east of where Boazio 

represents it.  

 

                                                 
36DeLorme Street Atlas USA® 2010 <www.delorme.com>. 
37Ibid. 
38Albaro Mexia, ms. 1911? pen and ink tracing of the 1605 map, Derrotero útil y provechoso 

y en todo verdadero de Rios, caños, lagunas, montes, poblaciones, envarcaderos, 

baraderos,rancherías, el qual reza desde la ciudad de San Agustin hasta la varra de Aiz (Library of 

Congress, Geography and Map Division). 
39David Tait, Map of the Coast of East Florida from the River St. John Southward near to 

Cape Canaveral, published in William Bartram’s Travels through North & South Carolina, Georgia, 

East & West Florida (Philadelphia: 1791). 
40Zachary Taylor, Map of the Seat of War in Florida (Tampa Bay:1839, Head Quarters, 

Army of the South), currently in the Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division).  
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Things were different in the 18th Century [Figure 5].  Jefferys’ 1762 map of St. Augustine shows 

Conch Island as submerged shoals.41     More significant differences are apparent at Mosquito Inlet.  

Moncrief’s 1765 map shows the peninsula jutting from the barrier island shorter than today’s, and 

the inlet south of its present location.42  Moncrief also has the course of the Halifax River west of 

(farther inland than) its current location.43  Both differences bring the current coastal topography at 

Mosquito Inlet into better agreement with that portrayed in Boazio’s 1589 map.  Zachary Taylor’s 

1839 “Seat of War” map and David Tait’s 1791 map both show the shorter peninsula, and two 

channels that may have served for the Halifax River.44,45   

 

Further evidence that the course of the Halifax River was formerly west of its present location 

includes remains of what appears to be a rosette shaped artifact located on Moncrief’s map.46  The 

author has found what may be its remains at Latitude 29° 3'5.26"N, Longitude  80°56'1.73"W.  The 

remains are an elevated area with different vegetation than surrounding areas that is visible  in aerial 

imagery.47  Moncrief’s map places the Halifax River just west of the beacon.48 

 

The earliest map to show both St. Augustine and Mosquito Inlet clearly is Mexia 1605 [Figure 6].49  

Its representation of St Augustine, with the exception of Conch Island, mirrors today’s.  Mosquito 

                                                 
41Thomas Jefferys, Plan of the town and harbour of St. Augustine (London: 1762 currently in 

the Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division). 
42James Moncrief, Plan of the Harbour of Musquitos distant from St Augustine 72 miles, MS. 

200 yards to 1 inch, 1765 [Miami FL: University of Miami Library, Mark F. Boyd Collection, Series 

V, 1/1]. 
43 Ibid. 
44Taylor 1839.  
45Tait 1791. 
46Moncreif 1765. 
47Google Earth, 2009 <http://earth.google.com/> 
48Moncreif 1765. 
49Mexia 1605 
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Inlet is portrayed similarly to other 18th and 19th Century representations, with two channels that may 

have served for the Halifax River. 50   

 

Issues that could have contributed to the appearance and disappearance of one or the other of the two 

channels that served as the course of the Halifax River at Mosquito Inlet include the building up of a 

sand bar west of the inlet. Accretions west of the inlet are apparent in a 1927 composite aerial 

photograph of the area [Figure 7].51  Even now, sand bars west of the inlet can surface with the 

outgoing tide, and one of them is locally known as “Disappearing Island.”   

 

Concordance of Relative Position and Distances Between Landmarks 

 

Unfortunately, Boazio’s map is not scaled.  However, within the historical record there are 

references to distances between landmarks.  In Bigges’ account of Drake’s Raid on St. Augustine the 

distance from Fort San Juan de Pinos (Boazio Legend Key “I”) to the town (Boazio Legend Key 

“L”) was about one mile.52  Also from Bigges, we have information that the distance from where 

Drake put his men ashore (Boazio Legend Key “B”) to a point where they were opposite the guns of 

the fort (Boazio Legend Key “G”) was over a mile.53  

 

                                                 
50As with the others, these maps are oriented in the figures with the shoreline horizontal, and 

north to the right, for comparison with Boazio.  It is not clear if the indicated North in the antique 

maps is magnetic or true, and no attempt is made to correct for magnetic declination which may have 

been more than 6° in the period in question. (Historic Magnetic Declination Calculator, National 

Geophysical Data Center, 5 February 2010 

<http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/geomagmodels/struts/historicPoint>). 
51Aerial Photographic Map of Marshlands and (Indian?) River North of New Smyrna, Florida 

(New York: Fairchild Aerial Surveys Incorporated, 1926).  Facsimile reproduction on view at the 

City of Edgewater Parks and Recreation Department, 1108 S. Ridgewood Ave. Edgewater, FL. 
52Walter Bigges, Drake’s Great Armada (London 1591), 27 Jan 2010, 

<http://www.bartleby.com/33/51.html>, ¶44.  
53Ibid. 
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“Here the General took occasion to march with the companies himself in person, the 
Lieutenant-General having the vant-guard; and, going a mile up, or somewhat more, 
by the river-side, we might discern on the other side of the river over against us a fort 
which newly had been built by the Spaniards; and some mile, or thereabout, above the 
fort was a little town or village without walls, built of wooden houses, as the plot doth 
plainly shew.“54 

 
The town was burned to the ground before Drake left.55 
 
The deposition of Ensign Hernandez, taken as part of a Spanish inquiry into Drake’s depredations, 

tells us that the distance from the fort (Boazio Legend Key “I”) to where Drake’s fleet was anchored 

(Boazio Legend Key “A”) was more than a league (a league is around 3 miles).56   

 
“Francisco Hernandez, ensign of the fort at San Agustin ... being duly sworn ... stated 
that on Friday after Corpus Christi, on the sixth of the present month of June, certain 
vessels appeared at sea off the port. They anchored at the entrance at the bar, and, 
according to persons who counted them, and to three negroes who deserted from the 
English, these were 23 large ships and many pinnaces and boats, to a total of more 
than 50 sail in all. Deponent could not count them because he was in the fort, which is 
more than a league from where they anchored.”57 

 
When the preceding dimensions are superimposed on maps of contemporary St. Augustine and New 

Smyrna Beach, inconsistencies between the historical record and the location of Drake’s Raid at St. 

Augustine become obvious [Figure 8].   The modern maps are here modified to reflect the most 

significant changes in the coastal topography, i.e., Conch Island is shown submerged, Mosquito Inlet 

is shown south of the present location of Ponce de Leon Inlet, and the west course of the Halifax 

River is added.  At St. Augustine, on Anastasia Island, the distance from where Drake’s forces 

landed to where they were opposite the fort, “little more than a mile,” does not fit, the distance 

shown is 0.35 mile. 

 

                                                 
54Ibid. 
55Boazio, 1589, legend entry “K.” 
56Francisco Hernández, Ensign of the Fort San Juan de Pinos, deposition taken in Havana, 

June 30, 1586, in Further English Voyages to Spanish America 1683-1594, Irene A. Wright, 

translator & Ed., (London: Hakluyt Society, 1950), 180-184.  
57Ibid 
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In order to superimpose landmark dimensions on a contemporary map of St Augustine it is necessary 

to assume a location for fort San Juan de Pinos.  Boazio’s map suggests that the original 1586 fort 

was at the present location of the Castillo San Marcos, which was constructed at the end of the 17th 

Century.  The fort San Juan de Pinos, as rebuilt at the beginning of the 18th Century – around the 

same time, would have to have been at another location.  It has also been suggested that fort San 

Juan de Pinos may have existed at the site of The Fountain of Youth Park in St. Augustine, and a 

monument exists there to that effect. 

 

Assuming that the 1586 fort San Juan de Pinos was located at the site of the Castillo San Marcos, 

there is little agreement in the distances between landmarks on Boazio’s map and their analogues in 

present day St. Augustine.  The town is adjacent to the fort rather than one mile south.  The 

disembarking assault force would have had to land on the east side of Anastasia Island and not on 

the west side.  Landing craft rounding the shoals where Conch Island presently exists would be 

vulnerable to the guns of the fort.  The distance of a march from where the disembarking troops 

would be protected from the guns of the fort to where they would be opposite them is less than half a 

mile, and not over a mile.  The fort would have to have been more north than west of Anastasia 

Island.  If Drake’s armada was anchored more than a league from the fort, it would be much further 

away than need be.  Lastly, where do you place the watchtower (Boazio Legend Key “C” – on the 

island, near the northward-building sand bar) that piqued Drake’s interest in the first place?  It is not 

likely that the watchtower would have been on the shoals that preceded Conch Island, and placing it 

on Anastasia Island would conflict with the relative location of Drake’s landing (Boazio Legend Key 

“B”). 

 

If  we assume San Juan de Pinos was at the site of the Fountain of Youth Park, the only distance 

with improved agreement is that of the fort to the town.  Compatibility with all other distances 

between landmarks is less than when using the location of the Castillo San Marcos. 

 

Utilizing the present location of New Smyrna Beach as the site of Drake’s raid yields agreement 

with regard to the relative locations of and distances between landmarks.  When the Inlet is moved 

south to where it appears in the historical maps, and the course of the Halifax river is moved west to 

where it appears in Moncreif’s 1765 map, the picture is completed.  A settlement at Mosquito Inlet is 
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the most likely candidate as the location of Drake’s raid on St. Augustine, and the ruins of the 

second fort San Juan de Pinos are those in New Smyrna Beach’s Old Fort Park.   

 

Commentary 

 

In his book on the history of St. Augustine, George R. Fairbanks used the following 1754 

description: 

 
It is built on a little bay, at the foot of a hill shaded by trees, and forms an oblong 
square, divided into four streets, and has two full streets, which cut each other at 
right angles.  The houses are well built, and regular. They have only one church, 
which is named after the city. St. John's Fort, standing about a mile north of it, is a 
strong, irregular fortification, well mounted with cannon, and capable of making a 
long defense.58 

 
He follows that quotation with the following facetious comment: 
 

“I am inclined to think that the mile between the fort and the city, and the hill at the 
foot of which, he says, the city was built, existed only in the focus of the writer’s 
spectacles.”59 

 
While he does not give a citation for the quote, it is ironic that the description fits present-day New 

Smyrna Beach, and leaves one to wonder if there are any remains of the town in the area the original 

writer mentioned, south of our 4th Street. 

 

 

Harris J. Samuels 

New Smyrna Beach, Florida 

May 25, 2010 

 

 
 

                                                 
58George R. Fairbanks, History and Antiquities of the City of St. Augustine, Florida (New 

York: Charles B. Norton 1858) 158. 
59Ibid 



Figure 1

St. Augustine by Bartoleme Boazio, 1589

I    The fort which the Spaniardes
had made of the bodies of Cedar
trees, they placed therein fome
fourteen great and long peeces of
artillery, which at our ariuall there
to the fand bancke played vpon vs,
the forte was called Saint John de
Pinos which afterward we burned.



Figure 2

Descripcion Geographica, de la parte que los Españoles poseen Actualmente and
Continente de la Florida, . . ., 1914 Facsimile Reproduction of an original map

by Antonio Arredondo, 1742



Figure 3  –  Photographs of the Ruins at Old Fort Park



                      Scene of Drake’s Raid, 1586

             St. Augustine (DeLorme Street Atlas, 2010)             New Smyrna Beach, (DeLorme Street Atlas, 2010)

Figure 3

Boazio’s Map of the Scene of Drake’s Raid
Compared to Contemporary St. Augustine and

New Smyrna Beach (Mosquito Inlet)



       
       
   

                                       Boazio 1586

             

                             Jeffries’     St. Augustine, 1762                                Moncreif’s Mosquito Inlet, 1765

Figure 4

Boazio’s Map of the Scene of Drake’s Raid
Compared to 188h Century St. Augustine and

Mosquito Inlet



          
        

Boazio’s Scene of Drake’s Raid, 1586

                     

        

                                                        
Mexia’s St. Augustine ,1605 Mexia’s Mosquito Inlet, 1605

Figure 5

Boazio’s Map of the Scene of Drake’s Raid
Compared to 16th Century St. Augustine and

Mosquito Inlet



Figure 7

Boazio’s 1586 Map Compared with
Modern Maps of St. Augustine and

New Smyrna Beach (Mosquito Inlet)
 with

Distances Between Landmarks
Superimposed



Figure 6

Fairchild 1926 Mosaic of Aerial Photographs of  New Smyrna Beach (Mosquito Inlet)
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